Hurricane Preparedness

Town of Edisto Beach and Colleton
County Fire-Rescue



Agenda

* Introductions

* SC Hurricane History

* Hurricane Wind Scale

* Watch/Warning

* Threats to Edisto Beach

* Cone of Uncertainty (Colleton County)
* Edisto Beach Preparation

* Preparing your Home

* Resources

» Disaster Supply Kit/Planning for Your Pet
* Evacuation/Re-Entry

e Contact Information

* Questions?



South Carolina
Hurricane History

Hurricane Dorian,

2019, Cat 3

Hurricane
Matthew, 2016,
Cat1l

Hurricane Kyle,
2002, Cat 2

Hurricane’s
Florence and
Michael, 2018

Hurricane
Joaquin,2018

Hurricane Hugo,
1989, Cat 4

Hurricane Hazel,
1954, Cat 4

Hurricane Irma,
2017

Hurricane Gaston
and Charley,
2004, Cat 2

Hurricane Gracie,
1959, Cat 3



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Edisto Beach and South Carolina has a long history of hurricane events.  Notably, we’ve endured 6 named storms in recent history from 2016-2019.  

The national weather service has predicted a 65% chance for an above normal hurricane season which officially begins June 1st.   They are predicting 14-21 named storms, 6-10 hurricanes and 3-6 major hurricanes.





Know the difference between a Watch and a
Warning

Hurricane Watch - Issued 48 hours in Hurricane Warning - Issued 36 hours in
advance of threat advance of threat

What do | do? — prepare your What do | do? — finish storm

belongings and plan to evacuate if a preparations and immediately evacuate
Hurricane or Tropical Storm Warning is if directed by local officials. Plan
issued. housing and pet arrangements in

advance.



Threats to

Edisto Beach

Hazards

Rainfall-Induced Flooding

Tornadoes
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Threats to Edisto Beach:

Hazards-  Edisto is susceptible to all levels of tropical cyclones ranging from tropical depressions to Category Five hurricanes

Storm Surge – which is a dome of water 50-100 miles wide that sweeps across the coast near where a hurricane makes landfall 

Wind- Hurricane force winds can destroy buildings, mobile homes, and other property. Debris, such as signs, roofing materials, siding, and other material become projectiles in a hurricane.  Wind is the greatest cause of property damage inland of the coast. 

Rainfall-Induced Flooding -Widespread torrential rains, often in excess of 6 inches, can produce deadly and destructive floods.  Long after the winds have subsided, hurricanes can still generate immense amounts of rain.

Tornadoes can occur as much as 200-400 miles from the storm’s center of circulation. Tornadoes can potentially become very strong, causing extensive damage to buildings and loss of life. 





Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale
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Presentation Notes
Hurricane winds are measured using the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale which estimates potential property damage based on a hurricane’s sustained wind speed.  Cat 3 and higher are consider major due to potential for significant loss of life and property damage.  Here’s a video demonstration:





The Cone of “Uncertainty” NOT the Cone of “Certainty”
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MNote: The cone contains the probable path of the storm center but does not show

Tropical Storm Florence
Sunday September 09, 2018
5 AM AST Advisory 40

MNWS MNational Hurricane Center

Potential track area:
Day 1-3 Day 4-5

Current information: @
Center location 24.5 N 55.8 W
Maximum sustained wind 70 mph
Mowvement W at 6 mph

Watches:

Hurricane Trop Storm

Forecast positions:
@ Tropical Cyclone ) Post/Potential TC

Sustained winds: D < 39 mph
S 39-73 mph H74-110 mph M = 110 mph
Warnings:

B Hurricane Il Trop Storm




Note: The cone contains the probable path of the storm center but does not show
the size of the storm. Hazardous conditions can occur outside of the cone.
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Hurricane Florence Current information: @ Forecast positions:
Friday September 14, 2018 Center location 34.2 N 77.4 W @ Tropical Cyclone (O Post/Potential TC
5 AM EDT Advisory 60 Maximum sustained wind 90 mph Sustained winds: D < 39 mph

NWS National Hurricane Center Movement WNW at 6 mph S 39-73 mph H 74-110 mph M > 110 mph

Potential track area: Watches: Warnings:
{:l_ Day 1-3 Day 4-5 Hurricane Trop Storm B Hurricane Il Trop Storm
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Hurricane Irma
Saturday September 09, 2017
5 PM EDT Advisory 43

NWS Mational Hurricane Center

Current information: ®
Center location 23.4 N 80.5 W
Maximum sustained wind 125 mph
Movement WNW at 9 mph

the size of the storm. Hazardous conditions can occur outside of the cone.
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Forecast positions:

@ Tropical Cyclone ) Post/Potential TC
Sustained winds: D < 39 mph
S 39-73 mph H74-110 mph M = 110 mph

Potential track area:
Day 1-3 Day 4-5

Watches:

Hurricane Trop Storm

Warnings:
B Hurricane [l Trop Storm




Edisto Beach

Tybee Island, GA




Town of Edisto
Beach Preparations

e Edisto Beach Emergency
Operations Plan

* Monthly staff meetings and
Table-Top exercise with Colleton
County

* Incident Command System (ICS)
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Presentation Notes
How does the Town of Edisto Beach prepare for hurricane season?

Edisto Beach Town Council has adopted an Emergency Operations Plan which coordinates with the State and Colleton County Emergency Operations Plans and Procedures.
Town staff review and update the Emergency Operations Plan on an ongoing basis and meet monthly to plan and review scenarios during hurricane season (June-October).
The Town follows the Incident Command System and all emergency personnel have been trained by FEMA in its usage.  The Incident Command System is a standardized, all-risk incident management system followed by all levels of government.



How to
Prepare
Your
Home

Review your insurance policy to
ensure you have proper coverage

Remove outdoor objects
Secure garbage cans

Protect window openings with storm
shutters

Ensure all appliances and other
electronics underneath your house
are unplugged and elevated (fridge,
washer/dryer, golf cart charger, etc.)

Lock doors and secure valuables



Resources

Sand and Sandbags

CodeRED

South Carolina Emergency Manager App (iPhone and
Android compatible)

https://www.scemd.org/stay-informed/mobile-
applications/
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Presentation Notes
The Town of Edisto Beach, along with Colleton County, provides sand and sandbags in advance of a potential hurricane to residents of Edisto Beach.  Sandbags are available for pickup at the Edisto Beach Fire Station and sand is located at the Jungle Road Parking Lot located on Jungle Road next to McConkeys restaurant.  

When these resources become available, the Town will post this information on our website and send out a CodeRED notice to subscribers.  CodeRED is a community notification service which allows the Town to notify residents of important information via phone call, email and text message.  If you haven’t already, please enroll in this service by visiting the Town’s website homepage.  From the webpage scroll to the bottom of the page and select the CodeRED icon to signup.

While you’re on our website, please go ahead and signup for email notifications.  This is also located on the Town’s homepage. 

CodeRed and the Town’s email notification system are your source for direct information from the town regarding emergency information.

You may also want to download the SC emergency manager app which is designed for users to build their own emergency plans, keep track of supplies and to stay connected with loved ones and can be downloaded on the scemd.org website.


3-day minimum preparation

Weather Alert Radio (battery operated or solar powered)
Non-perishable food (don’t forget a can opener)
Drinking water, two gallon per person per day
Flashlights, extra batteries

Disaster

. First aid and mess kits
S u p p ‘y K It Insurance policies
(ViSit Scemd.org for Waterproof matches
more information) Baby supplies

All prescription medication

Hygiene products
Sunscreen and bug spray

Important family documents
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Presentation Notes
It’s important for residents to maintain a disaster supply kit.  This is not an exhaustive list but offers some of the necessities.  The main goal is to be self-sufficient for at least three days.   Prepare an emergency supply kit in advance and check it annually to ensure food/batteries/etc. are not expired.  


.‘} Crate/carrier

Leash/harness/bowls
< 3 days of water and food

Medications, health/vaccinations records,
microchip numbers, photo of your pet
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Presentation Notes
Please remember to also plan for your pet by having their supplies ready along with 3 days of food, water and medications for them as well.

You can microchip your pet if they are not already.
In the event your pet does becomes lost, you can contact your vet or the county emergency management office who can assist in searching through lists of animals that have been found and sheltered during a hurricane.



Evacuations

* Notice will be provided through all available means of
— communications

1

I —— * CodeRED
e — —_ « Website
- : * Email notifications
* News media
* No emergency shelters on the beach or island
* Emergency personnel will evacuate
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Presentation Notes
This is probably our most important slide.  Upon receiving notice of evacuation from the Governor, the Town may declare a State of Disaster Emergency at which time public notice will be provided to evacuate.

I’d like to emphasize that at some point, depending on the conditions of the storm (typically when we have sustained winds at 45mph), all emergency personnel will also evacuate and if you decided to stay, you and your family will be on your own without the support of public safety.   So, please evacuate when an evacuation is announced.

Also, it’s great to have a whole house generator but that won’t help you if your home is damaged or destroyed by flooding.  Water and sewer utilities will not function if the town loses power.
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Presentation Notes
When evacuating - evacuees will take SC 174 to US 17. They will then take US 17 south to SC 64. This will take them to Walterboro, and then to Aiken and I-20. (Keep in mind, evacuation routes may be heavily congested)

State and local authorities announce evacuations by predesignate zones.  Edisto Beach is located in the Southern Hurricane Region and is in a Category 1- primary evacuation Zone A.
By this point you’ve hopefully prepared your home, have a disaster kit ready, have made arrangements for your family and pets and know where you will be going. 
Make sure your vehicle and generators are fueled and that you turn off your utilities.
Be mindful that there’s only one way out of Edisto and wind warnings will impact the crossing of the McKinley Washington Bridge.  
Ambulance service and other public safety personnel will stop service once sustained winds reach 45mph on the McKinley Washington Bridge.



Re-Entry is phased and dependent upon actual
conditions and severity of damage.

R E t t Occurs only after a safety assessment, initial
e . n ry O damage assessment, and disaster recovery efforts

. have been made
Edisto

Limited entry to permanent residents followed by

B eadC h unrestricted entry.

Property owner decals. Applications can be found
in your chairs and on the Town
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After a hurricane - safety and damage assessments and other recovery efforts are conducted by the Town in conjunction with other state agencies.  The Town’s first priority is safety.  Our second priority is getting residents back in their homes safely.

Using a phased approach, once it’s deemed safe, the Town will allow limited entry beginning with permanent residents.  This will be followed by unrestricted entry.  Please be patient.

If you haven’t already, please obtain a property owner’s decal which helps expedite the re-entry process at the town checkpoint which is typically located just before the causeway next to the Edistonian Fueling Station.  Contact Town Hall to obtain a property owner’s decal.

The checkpoints are in place to protect residents from returning to unsafe conditions in addition to keeping potential looters out of town.  Emergency personnel from the Town and other support agencies will be monitoring the perimeter of the beach and ensuring your homes and property are as secure as possible during a recovery.

If immediate repairs are needed to your home, use caution when hiring a contractor.  Make sure they are insured, have a town business license and don’t pay for their services upfront.  Many non-profits will volunteer after a storm to provides services such as tree removal, roof tarping, etc.



https://www.townofedistobeach.com/sites/default/files/uploads/property_owner_decal.pdf

Edisto Beach Town Hall: 843-869-2505,
townofedistobeach.com

Colleton County Fire-Rescue: 843-539-

Important 1960, colletonfire.com/em
Contact Colleton County Emergency Operations
Information Center: 843-549-5632

S.C. Emergency Management Division
(SCEMD): scemd.org

National Hurricane Center:
hurricanes.gov
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