
Town of Edisto Beach 
 

 
 

 Phone 843-869-2505│Fax 843-869-3855 
2414 Murray Street, Edisto Beach, S.C. 29438  

Burley L. Lyons, Mayor 
 
Administration 
Iris Hill, Town Administrator 
Megan Chaplin, Municipal Clerk 

Council Members 
Pete Anderson 
Susan Hornsby 

Larry “Babe” Hutto 
Tommy Mann 

OWNER  BUILDER  DISCLOSURE 
 

“State law, SC Code 40-59-260  requires residential construction to be done by licensed residential 
builders and specialty contractors. You have applied for a permit under an exemption to that law. The 
exemption allows you, as the owner of your property, to act as your own builder even though you do 
not have a license. You must supervise the construction yourself. You may build or improve a one-
family or two-family residence. The building must be for your own use and occupancy. It may not be 
built for sale or rent. If you sell or rent a building you have built yourself within two years after the 
construction is complete, the law will presume that you built it for sale or rent, which is a violation of 
this exemption. You may not hire an unlicensed person as your residential builder or specialty 
contractor. It is your responsibility to make sure that people employed by you have licenses required by 
state law and by county or municipal licensing ordinances. Your construction must comply with all 
applicable laws, ordinances, building codes, and zoning regulations."  

(D) At the time an owner personally appears and signs the building permit application as required by 
subsection (C) of this section, the local permitting agency shall provide the owner with all forms 
necessary to comply with subsection (E) of this section.  

(E) If a residential building or structure has been constructed by an owner under the exemption 
provided for in this section, the owner of the residential building or structure must promptly file as a 
matter of public record a notice with the register of deeds, indexed under the owner's name in the 
grantor's index, stating that the residential building or structure was constructed by the owner as an 
unlicensed builder. Failure to do so revokes the statutory exemption.  

(F) Nothing in this chapter may be construed to authorize an owner of a residential building or 
structure to hire a person or entity that is not licensed or registered in accordance with this chapter.  
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